Name __________________________________________________  Period ___________
Graphic Organizer – Essay

I. Opening/Introductory Paragraph
	Hook: Grab your reader’s attention and introduce your essay.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Background: Provide your reader with brief background or summary of the text(s) you are writing about in your essay. No specific details, but a general, brief summary of the text(s) that is relevant to your essay. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________



	Thesis: What is your argument? What are you proving in your essay?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________




 Body Paragraphs—For a 5-paragraph essay format, you will have 3 body paragraphs, each with at least one example (your answer), quotation (evidence from the text(s) to support your example), and an explanation (explaining how your evidence supports your example/thesis. This is your ANALYSIS). ** If you are being asked to write about 2 sources (compare/contrast, for instance), you will need examples/quotes/evidence from each source, one each for each paragraph.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Body Paragraph 1
	Example: This is, in effect, your answer to the prompt. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: Evidence from the text.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________(pg. or line number ___________________).

Explanation: How does the evidence/quote support your example/prove your thesis? This is your ANALYSIS.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Body Paragraph 2
	Example: This is, in effect, your answer to the prompt. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: Evidence from the text.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________(pg. or line number ___________________).

Explanation: How does the evidence/quote support your example/prove your thesis? This is your ANALYSIS.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________










Body Paragraph 3
	Example: This is, in effect, your answer to the prompt. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: Evidence from the text.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________(pg. or line number ___________________).

Explanation: How does the evidence/quote support your example/prove your thesis? This is your ANALYSIS.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________










Concluding Paragraph—How To

Equally important as the introduction paragraph, the conclusion paragraph summarizes what your essay has discussed and leaves your reader with a complete understanding of your thesis statement and what you were working to prove throughout your whole essay.
	All conclusion paragraphs should include: 
1. A restated thesis: Reread your thesis in your introduction. Rephrase it by finding synonyms for key words and changing the order of the words. 

2. Restate your main ideas: What were your main (usually 3) main ideas of your essay? Rephrase your main examples/ideas by finding synonyms for main words.

3. What was the point? What do you want your reader to take away from your essay?: Three to four sentences about the big topic or message of your essay. What did the author want the readers to learn? What is the big idea? What, basically, is the theme of your essay as it relates to the text(s)? Write 3-4 sentences that touch upon these questions.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________




